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BIG BAND LEADER JAMIE BEGIAN WINS 2nd ANNUAL

BMI FOUNDATION/CHARLIE PARKER JAZZ COMPOSITION PRIZE

NEW YORK, August 9, 2001 – Big band leader and composer Jamie Begian has been named the winner of the second annual BMI Foundation/Charlie Parker Jazz Composition Prize for his piece, “Fuzzy Math.” The $3000 award, given to the writer of the best new work composed in the BMI Jazz Composers Workshop, was presented during the Workshop’s annual Showcase Concert at Merkin Hall on July 19. Begian’s prize also includes a commission to write another piece to be premiered at next year’s concert.

His winning piece was selected from among three compositions by a panel of jazz experts including Dan Morgenstern, jazz historian and Director of the Institute of Jazz Studies at Rutgers University; WKCR-FM’s Phil Schaap, New York radio’s legendary voice of jazz; and Bill Kirchner, award-winning composer, educator and instrumentalist.

“The three pieces were all excellent, but our decision was unanimous,” said Morgenstern, speaking on behalf of all the judges. “‘Fuzzy Math’ is an impressive work, and reflects the high standards of the BMI Jazz Composers Workshop. Congratulations to all involved.”

A member of the Workshop for the past eight years, Jamie Begian began composing for large ensemble in 1990 while still a graduate student at the Manhattan School of Music. He founded the Jamie Begian Big Band in 1998 and it has since earned the reputation of being one of the most original big bands in New York City. The band performs regularly at local clubs like the Knitting Factory and the Cutting Room, and has just finished recording a CD of 11 compositions including the Charlie Parker Prize-winning work, “Fuzzy Math.” In addition to his work as a composer and a band leader, Begian teaches various guitar and jazz courses at Western Connecticut State University and New York University. He most recently studied composition privately with Bob Brookmeyer, the BMI Jazz Composers Workshop’s very first musical director.

The BMI Jazz Composers Workshop is directed by noted jazz authority and author Burt Korall, with co-musical directors Manny Albam, Jim McNeely and Michael Abene. It offers an environment where composers have the freedom to explore all avenues in the creative process with a focus on innovative large ensemble compositions in a collaborative environment. The BMI/New York Jazz Orchestra, an adjunct of the Workshop, is a 16-piece modern repertory ensemble featuring leading New York musicians who showcase new works regularly in concert and nightclub appearances. Applications for next year’s Workshop are now being accepted.

BMI, founded in 1940, is an American performing rights organization that represents more than 300,000 songwriters, composers and music publishers in all genres of music. Through its music performance and reciprocal agreements with sister organizations around the world, it grants businesses and media access to its repertoire of approximately 4.5 million songs and compositions.

Founded in 1985 by BMI Senior Vice President Theodora Zavin, the BMI Foundation, Inc. offers grants which make possible the continuation and development of creative programs for the composition of new music and the performance of these new compositions.
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